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TANGO!

By Carleton Macy

Program Note:

TANGO! was composed for Spark Brass in 2015. The tango has long been one of my
favorite genres. When I was first teaching music theory at the University of
Washington in Seattle | had a student from Brazil who did her best to convince me
that “all music” is a form of dance; indeed, she even thought that most pieces could
be placed in the tango genre, which, in South America, includes many pieces that do
not sound like the proto-typical “tango.” I want my “TANGO!” to sound like that
proto-typical tango, so let it find its groove and let the dance be with youl!

Performance notes:

The first percussion part includes a solo section for timbales (or tenor drums/quads,
etc.). The percussionist can play what I have composed or can improvise within the
character of the tango. The solo may, in fact, be extended so long as the 8-bar
phrasing is maintained. The 34 percussion part may be played by any combination
of rattles and shakers so that all percussionists not playing parts 1 and 2 may take
part.
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Solo Horn in F @

Bass Clarinet @

Oboe @

Solo Trombone
Solo Tuba
Piccolo %
Flute 1
Flute 2
Clarinet 1 in B» (
Clarinet 2 in B»
Clarinet 3 in B»
Bassoon
Alto Sax 1
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax
Baritone Sax
Horn 1 in F
Horn 2 in F
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Baritone (B.C.)

Trumpet 2 in Bb %
Trumpet 3 in Bb %

Composed for Spark Brass
Solo Trumpet 1 in B
Solo Trumpet 2 in B>

Trumpet 1 in Bb
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[Brake drum +

low tom:
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Perc. 1: Brake Drum,
4 tom-toms (or quads),
Perc. 3 Cabasa,
shakers, marracas

(optional: timbales for solo)
Perc. 2: wood block,

tambourine, vibraslap
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